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Dear Friends of NSERC-CANPOLIN, 
 

2010 was another highly successful year for CANPOLIN.  Our 
second field season has wrapped up and we continue to 
make excellent progress on our many projects.  We now 
have 13 publication now published or in press, with many 
more in the works —be sure to visit our website regularly for 
the latest research articles and other pollinator news.   
 

CANPOLIN continues to build linkages and collaborations 
within and outside of the network.  Many of our efforts in 
this regard are highlighted throughout this newsletter.   The 
Network also has several irons in the fire with respect to up-
coming proposals and activities that will increase the impact 
of CANPOLIN, including : (1) a $1 million research proposal 
on honeybee health in review at AAFC; (2) a proposal to 
NSERC’s “Strategic Network Enhancement Initiative”, which 
provides supplementary funds to foster international col-
laboration and HQP training, and (3) a $100k proposal to 
OMAFRA to support pollination-related outreach activities.   
We have also initiated discussions with the Canadian Coun-
cil of Academies to conduct a national assessment of polli-
nators and pollination —a project that will play an impor-
tant role in CANPOLIN’s legacy. 
 

In late February, CANPOLIN researchers are set to gather at 
the University of Guelph for a General Assembly Meeting. 
This important gathering will mark a major milestone for the 
Network.  It’s  hard to believe that we are almost at the half-
way point of the Network.  The Meeting will be a valuable 
opportunity to share our successes  to date, and map a path 
forward for the second half of the Network.  I look forward 
to seeing everyone there. 
 

Cheers to all and best wishes for the holiday season. 
 
 

Scientific Director 

Happy Holidays from NSERC-CANPOLIN ! 
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            Spotlight on Research  

habitat restoration (begun in 2003 and most recently supported by CANPOLIN) includes 
the first detailed survey of bee diversity in the Niagara region, one of only a handful of such studies in Canada.  She and 
her research team have identified the return of as many as 125 species of bees to the area, and the site has  become a 
valuable refuge for bees in an increasingly urbanized environment. 
 

The project was highlighted in a policy brief released by the Niagara Community Observatory (to download the brief, visit 
the “Publications” section on the CANPOLIN website).  Watch also for Miriam and her colleagues’ latest publication “Bee 
diversity in naturalizing patches of Carolinian grasslands in southern Ontario” in an upcoming issue of The Canadian Ento-
mologist. 

CANPOLIN researcher Miriam Richards’ (Brock University) project on 
bee diversity in restored fragments of Carolinian landscapes in Niag-
ara Region received widespread attention in 2010.  One of  Miriam’s 
primary field sites is the Glenridge Quarry Naturalization Site (GQNS), 
a groundbreaking project in environmental rehabilitation which has 
seen a former landfill transformed to a multipurpose urban nature 
reserve.  Richards’ detailed study of bee diversity and response to 

Miriam Richards points out a Ceratina 
nest while conducting a press tour at 
the GQNS research site in August. 

A Bombus bee visiting a flower at 
GQNS (photo by A. Rutgers-Kelly) 

A high disturbance (pond) and intermediate disturbance  
(escarpment) site that was part of Richard’s study at the GQNS 
(photo by M. Richards) 

An adjacent low disturbance site at Brock 
University (photo by M. Richards) 

Working with Environment Canada and 
Seeds of Diversity, CANPOLIN has 
launched an new project that will ex-
plore the use of pollinators as an indica-
tor of ecosystem health. The first stage 
of the project is a “scoping document” 
that will assess data availability and 
methodologies.  The document is ex-
pected to be followed by a PhD project 
(with CANPOLIN) to develop a practical 
assessment of pollinator health and/or 
pollination services in Canadian ecosys-
tems for use by regulators. For more 
information, contact Tom Woodcock, 
WG5 Research Associate, at  
twoodcoc@uoguelph.ca. 

 Pollinators as Indicators of Ecosystem Health 

Toxomerus marginatus (Syrphidae) visiting daisy 
fleabane (photo by T. Woodcock) 

NSERC-CANPOLIN’s Board of Directors 
plays a critical role in the Network, pro-
viding leadership, governance and ac-
countability. 2010 saw a number of 
changes to the Board.  Steven Liss, Asso-
ciate VP (Research) at U of Guelph, and 
Heather Clay, CEO of the Canadian Honey 
Council both resigned, and the Network 
is deeply appreciative for their service to 
the Network  over the last two years.  
 

The Network  extends a warm welcome 
to new members Kevin Hall, VP 
(Research) at U of Guelph, and Rhéal La-
frenière, Provincial Apiarist (MB).  For a 
complete list of current board members, 
visit the CANPOLIN website. 

FAREWELLS & WELCOMES ON THE 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 



What’s New  
@ CANPOLIN? 

NSERC-CANPOLIN Newsletter  

The International Union for the Conservation of Nature 
(IUCN) convened a North American Bumble Bee Strategy 
Workshop November 9-12 in St. Louis, Missouri.  An impor-
tant outcome of the meeting was the launch of a nascent 
CANPOLIN “bumble bee squad” to address some of the 
multi-disciplinary issues facing bumble bees in Canada.   
 

Shelia Colla, a graduate student in Laurence Packer’s lab at 
York University, will coordinate the proposed Bombus 
squad. The Network will begin seeking funds to support the 
proposed initiative and to engage colleagues outside the 
Network who are working in this area.   

IUCN MEETING LEADS TO NEW  
“BOMBUS” SQUAD 

Participants in the International Pollination Course in Brazil, held in Rio Grande do Sul November 22- December 3, 2010.  Four 
CANPOLIN graduate students participated in the course.   

 

CANPOLIN researchers met with 
representatives of the hybrid ca-
nola seed and beekeeping indus-
tries in Calgary in early November 
to identify research priorities in 
this important  Canadian  industry.  
Topics such as pollination 
strength, hive health, alternative 
pollinators, breeding and floral 
attractiveness were discussed. 
Working with industry partners, 
the Network’s next step is to hold a more detailed workshop 
to develop a   research plan for a “canola crop squad” and a 
establish a funding strategy. 

CANPOLIN PARTNERS WITH CANOLA INDUSTRY 

Photo by A. McGraw-Alcock 

Did You Know?  
   

Each year 80,000 honeybee 
colonies in Canada are dedi-
cated to pollinating hybrid 
canola seed, while another 
300,000 are used to polli-
nate commodity canola.   
 

Each year, this made-in-
Canada crop adds a total of 
$14 billion to the economy. Olá from Brazil!  
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Members of Working Group 5 (Ecosystems) held a two-day 
retreat at the Kananaskis Research Station in August to dis-
cuss progress to date and plans for future research. The 
meeting was hailed as a success by all who participated. Out-
comes of the meeting included setting of the group’s research 
priorities for the last three years of CANPOLIN, and identifica-
tion of new opportunities for networking within the group 
(watch for a pollination symposium at the 2011 Canadian So-
ciety for Ecology and Evolution (CSEE) meeting in Banff organ-
ized by WG5 members Elizabeth Elle and Risa Sargent). 

WG5 HOLDS RESEARCH PLANNING WORKSHOP & MEETING OF MINDS IN KANANASKIS 

“The Kananaskis Krew”: (Back row from left to right) Elizabeth Elle, Risa 
Sargent, Erika Nol, Thomas Woodcock, Chris Lortie, Ralph Cartar, Marcel 
Dorken, Chris Cutler (Front row left to right) Yvonne Davila,  Jana Vamosi 

NSERC-CANPOLIN 
c/o  School of Environmental Sciences—Edmund C Bovey Building, University of Guelph,  Guelph, ON, N1G 2W1 

TEL: 519-824-4120 X58022   FAX: 519-837-0442    canpolin@uoguelph.ca   www.uoguelph.ca/canpolin 

 

Researchers: Save the Date! 
 

NSERC-CANPOLIN AGM  
February 25 & 26th, 2011 @ the University of Guelph 

 

Contact sbates@uoguelph.ca for more information. 

 

The International Commission for Plant 
Bee Relationships (ICPBR) will hold its 10th 
International Pollination Symposium in 
Cholula, Mexico, June 27-29, 2011.  The 
conference will include plenary lectures 
and symposia on topics ranging from in-
sect pollinated plants (cultivated and wild) 
to foraging behaviour and management of 
insect pollinators and pollination services. Poster sessions, 
social mixers and side meetings  will round out the event.  
The meeting is an opportunity for the global community of 
pollination researchers and practitioners to present their 
work, exchange ideas and network with colleagues and 
friends.  For more information, contact Peter Kevan (Chair of 
the ICPBR) (pkevan@uoguelph.ca) or visit www.uoguelph.ca/

icpbr/Mexico. 

10th International Pollination Symposium to 
be Held in Cholula, Mexico  A view from the field…. 

A pan trap at an alpine field site  in British Columbia (photo by C. Lortie) 

http://www.uoguelph.ca/icpbr/Mexico
http://www.uoguelph.ca/icpbr/Mexico

